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Vessels in Cooking Fabrics from Petras House | (LMIA)
Ph.D Maria Emanuela Alberti
Department of History and Management of Cultural Heritage

University of Udine, Italy
memalberti@gmail.com

The focus of the present work are the vessels in cooking fabrics from Petras
House |, dating to LMIA. At the moment, a general and systematic study of
Minoan cooking ware is still missing. However, since many contributions on
the evidence from various sites are available, the main technical, typological
and functional characteristics of the class have been investigated, as well as
major chronological and geographical distribution patterns. As for Petras in
particular, the study of the vessels in cooking fabric from another Neopalatial
structure, House Il (LMIB), already completed, allowed a development of the
established typology and some observations on chronological and regional
factors. The analysis is now extended to the assemblage from House |
(LMIA), where the percentage of various types of cooking pot is different and
where various kinds of trays and “trapezes” (probably to be identified as pithos

lids and/or drain-heads) are particularly abundant.

Obsidian Modes of Production and Consumption from a
Diachronic Perspective as Seen from Petras and the Siteia
Bay Environs

Cesare D’ Annibale
Material Culture Researcher

Ontario Service Center, Parks Canada
ces 335@hotmail.com

The sites of Petras, Petras Kephala and Ayia Photia as a whole present a
virtually uninterrupted sequence of occupation spanning the Final Neolithic
through the Late Minoan periods. Various components of these sites have
produced obsidian assemblages that offer a basis for tracking the changes in

reduction technology and patterns of consumption that the material
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undergoes. Obsidian is consistently represented on these sites attesting to its
vitality as a tool source. Maintenance of this role undergoes a drastic
technological reorganization between the Final Neolithic and Early Minoan
periods. The transition from the Neolithic blade industry to the standardized
production of prismatic bladelets of the later Minoan periods is highlighted at
the Final Neolithic and EMI components of Kephala Petras. The Early Minoan
Il occupation on the hill at Ayia Photia and that of the house at Petras will offer
a glimpse at the production of standardized bladelets from the perspective of
domestic contexts. In contrast the enigmatic Middle Minoan | site of Ayia
Photia presents an obsidian assemblage that hints at the emergence of a
restricted role for this commodity.

Finally the obsidian assemblages from the palatial site of Petras reveal distinct
patterns of consumption across the site in association with power centralized
functions. It is here that obsidian demonstrates its resiliency as an adaptable

commodity that render it indispensable in social and ritually charged roles.

The Architecture at the Petras Cemetery
Prof. Philip P. Betancourt,
Professor of Art History

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, USA
Ppbcourt1@aol.com

The cemetery at Petras has two types of tombs, rock shelters and house
tombs. The one excavated rock shelter is typical of this class of burial place in
eastern Crete, with an overhanging ledge that protected the human bones
and associated artifacts. The house tombs are more unusual for this part of
the island because of their large size, many rooms, and careful construction.
The best parallels come from the palatial site of Malia where the Maison des
Morts and Chrysolakkos | and Il were large rectangular burial buildings with
many rooms and fixed benches for offerings.

House Tomb 2, which has been completely excavated, provides a good
example of the class at Petras. It contains eight rectangular rooms. Room 9

has an open north side that provides access to the tomb from an unroofed
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courtyard. Most of the interior spaces contained secondary deposits of
disarticulated human bones along with pottery and other artifacts moved here
from an earlier location. Room 8 held pottery that was stored for use in
ceremonies, and a series of built benches along the exterior walls suggest

repeated visits to the tomb for the placing of offerings.

Petras, Siteia: Economic Trajectories in a ‘Palatial’ Polity
Dr Kostis S. Christakis
University of Crete, Department of Education

Rethimnon, Crete
christakis@her.forthnet.qgr

The systematic and intensive excavations at Petras, Siteia have brought to
light parts of a coastal Bronze Age town centered upon a palace, the seat of a
regional polity. Petras was undoubtedly the main political and economic
centre of a well-defined region scattered with smaller settlements, and
farmsteads. In the present contribution, | attempt to reconstruct, on the basis
of a varied array of data, the economies of the various centers and how they
interacted in a regional and intra-regional framework. | highlight the role of the
ruling groups of Petras in the regulation of the economy of their wider area,
and their participation in the wider economic and political network of

Neopalatial Crete.

Size Does Matter: The Significance of Obsidian Microliths and
Querns at Petras Cemetery

Dr Heidi M.C. Dierckx

Associate Professor of Classical Studies at Elmira College, NY
hdierckx@elmira.edu

House tomb Il and the rockshelter at Petras Cemetery yielded numerous
obsidian blades and microliths as a result of the intensive collection of finds

through sieving and flotation. The significance of such a complete assemblage
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from the EMI-MMIB tombs is paramount in understanding mortuary practices
of this period. Preliminary analysis points to the importance of placing
microliths, such as trapezes, lunates and scrapers, as well as blades as part
of burial rituals during Early to Middle Minoan tombs. Broken querns also

suggest some kind of kKilling ritual of artifacts at the time of burial.

Affluence in Eastern Crete: Metal Objects from the Cemetery
of Petras

Dr Susan C. Ferrence*, Prof. James D. Muhly**, and Prof. Philip P.
Betancourt™**

*Director of Publications,INSTAP academic press, Philadelphia,USA

instappress@hotmail.com

**Emeritus Prof.of Temple University

iimmuhly@yahoo.com

*** Temple University

Ppbcourt1@aol.com

The metal objects from this Early to Middle Minoan cemetery, which is located
on the eastern side of the Siteia Bay in eastern Crete, belong to various
categories and types of metals. The gold pieces consist of small delicate
bosses, sheets, and strips that probably once surrounded wooden buttons
and were attached to other organic materials. A gold “tree of life” pendant was
probably once the centerpiece of a necklace. Gold pierced beads probably
once belonged to larger bracelets and/or necklaces; one of them is shaped
like a flower and contains remnants of blue inlay (a prehistoric version of
cloisonné?).

Several of the copper or bronze objects are miniature tools such as cosmetic
scrapers that were equipped with holes in order to wear as pendants. At least
one of these small tools has part of the ivory handle still attached. Other
copper/bronze objects include: a chisel, awls, tweezers, knife blades,
fishhooks, pendants, bracelets, rivets, beads, and strips.

The metal objects from the Petras cemetery range in type and style and date
from late EM | to MM 1IB. They provide important information about the people
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who were buried in the rock shelter and house tombs. The jewelry and other
items of personal adornment, together with the other tools, display a relative
level of affluence that was enjoyed by the local population, a level of
prosperity that is further supported by the quality of the other categories of

objects that came from the tombs.

The Lakkos Pottery and Protopalatial Petras
Prof. Donald C. Haggis

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
dchaggis@email.unc.edu

The paper reevaluates the composition, taphonomy, and chronology of the
Lakkos pottery in light of recent publications of Protopalatial deposits from
Palaikastro (especially H3 and X1) and Knossos (especially on the south
front, Deposit A), commenting on two relevant problems in particular: first that
our understanding of ceramic phases is context-dependent. Although we
normally construct and think about ceramic typologies in terms of broadly
defined temporal and spatial frameworks or variables— diachronically
changing styles, production centers, culture regions, and spheres of
influence—it is in fact specific and localized systemic contexts of consumption
that inform not only formal or stylistic preferences, but also the actual
composition of the archaeological assemblage, and thus how we reconstruct
chronologies and typologies. The second problem is our understanding of
stratigraphic discontinuities in visualizing the social context of the emergence,
form and function of the Protopalatial palaces. The Lakkos assemblage is
discussed in light of recent work that suggests the dynamic quality of
Protopalatial sociopolitical institutions, rather than static and qualitatively
distinctive architectural forms, documents, or prestige goods. The Lakkos
pottery is discussed in the context of recent work that visualizes changing

modes of consumption in fluid and socially variable organizational structures.

[5]


mailto:dchaggis@email.unc.edu

Three Unpublished Linear A Inscriptions from Petras
Prof. Erik Hallager
Director Emeritus

The Danish Institute at Athens
klaeh@hum.au.dk

From Petras there are three new Linear A inscriptions: One is a unique clay
rod, PE Zg 6, which was found in House Il in an MM lll pit with possible
remains from cult activities. It consists of a two line inscription with rulers. Both
sign-groups are new in the corpus of Linear A. Furthermore there was found
inscriptions on two pithoi found in the north magazines of the palatial building
destroyed in the LM IB period. The one PE Zb 7 consisted of two inscriptions
on each side of a vertical handle. Two signs are preserved in each inscription
of which one was incised after firing while the other was inscribed before
firing. The second pithos, which is completely preserved, PE Zb 8 had a
single sign incised. These unpublished inscriptions will be presented with

some general reflections on the long tradition of literacy at Petras.

Seals from the Cemetery of Petras, Siteia
Dr Olga Krzyszkowska
Deputy Director

Institute of Classical Studies, U.C.L.
olgak@sas.ac.uk

Excavations since 2006 have revealed important unplundered tombs in the
vicinity of Petras, Siteia. These include a Prepalatial Rock Shelter and several
House Tombs. Among the most significant finds are the seals, datable on
stylistic grounds to the Prepalatial and Protopalatial periods. The earliest
include several cylinders made from hippopotamus ivory. Hitherto few seals
certainly of this date and material have been discovered further east than
Mochlos, and none from secure contexts. Also found were seals of bone and
steatite, which are datable to MM | and MM Il in central Cretan terms. Pride of

place at Petras are the seals made of hard semi-precious stones — agate,
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carnelian, blue chalcedony and jasper — some of which bear inscriptions in
Cretan Hieroglyphic. Shapes represented are Petschafte (loop signets), a
rectangular bar, three-sided and four-sided prisms.

The association of prisms — whether made of steatite or hard stone — with
eastern Crete has long been recognized. However, hitherto virtually all extant
hard stone prisms have been stray finds, and none has been discovered in a
context likely to be more or less contemporary with manufacture date. Our
dating of the hard stone prisms (with or without Hieroglyphs) rests chiefly on
MM |IB sealing deposits (e.g. at Mallia—Mu and now Petras), which merely
provide a terminus post quem non. Petras, and particularly the rich House
Tomb 2, now offers the distinct possibility of tying down more closely the
chronology of such seals. The new evidence has a direct bearing on three
crucial questions: 1) the inception of hard stone engraving on Crete; 2) the
development of the prismatic seal shape; 3) the introduction of Cretan
Hieroglyphic. In addition, secure find-spots and datable contexts at Petras
offer the possibility of exploring the links between seals and status. This has
been especially problematic for late Prepalatial and Protopalatial Crete, when
seal numbers and varieties increase markedly in line with growing social
complexity, but when mortuary evidence is problematic.

The Petras seals, particularly the hard stone prisms, are of exceptionally high
quality — matching if not exceeding the very finest hitherto known. Thus they
help to reinforce earlier observations regarding the role of Petras as an

emerging regional centre in this period.

To ZmiTi Il oTov MNeTpd Znreiag: H ApXITEKTOVIKE TOU ZwN
NekTapia Maupoudrn)
ApxaioAdéyog

ApxaiohoyIko lvaTiTouto KpnToAoyIKwyY ZTTOUdWwvV
nektarm@gmail.com

To Zmin Il eivar éva ammd Ta OUO TIANPECTEPA QVECKAPMEVA OIKIOKA

OUYKPOTAMOTA TOU VEOQVAKTOPIKOU OIKIopMoU Tou [etpd Znteiag. Evw n
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TTARPNG MEAETN yia TNV TEAIKA Tou dnuoaoicuon BpiokeTal akopa oe eEENIEN, N
TTPWTN OATTOTIEIPA yIa TNV avdyvwon Tng APXITEKTOVIKAG Tou CWwNAG Hag
TTpoo@épel AON KATTOIEC TTOAUTINES apXIKES TTapatnenocls. O evoeielg TTou
Exouv €pBel péxpl Twpa OTO0 QWG ToTToBeToUv TO ZTiTl Il otV OcIpd
ETMAEYMEVWYV KTNPIWV OIKIOTIKOU XOPAKTAPA, Ta oTroia atmd Tnv apxn tng YM
TTEPIOOOU UI0BETOUV évav apIBUSO APXITEKTOVIKWYV KAIVOTOMIWY TTOU PEXP! TOTE
ATTAVTOVTAV JOVAXA OTA AVAKTOPIKA KTrPIA.

To Zmim Il ouvuttdpxel PE TO TTAPAOOCIOKWY OPXITEKTOVIKWY TIPOTUTTWV
TTapakeiyevo  mim 1.1, degixvovrag 1n BoUANCN TwWv KATOIKWV Tou va
OIaKPIBOUV KOIVWVIKA OTO TTAQICIO TOU OIKIONOU. 2UVEXICEl va XPnOIUOTTOoIEiTal
akoua kal étav 1o 2Tl [.1 €xe1 TTdwel va KaToikeiTal, TTpog 1o TEA0G TNG YMIA,
EVW EYKATOAEITTETAI KAl TO idI0, 0€ KATTOIO TTpoXwpnuévn otiyu g YMIB
TTEPIOdOU. O1 aAAayEG TTOU TTOPATNEOUVTAl OTNV OPXITEKTOVIKI) TOU KATOWN
KAT& TNV TeAeuTaia 1TEPIodO Xpriong Tou PapTUPOoUV aAAayEg oTnv opydvwaon
TWV KIVAIOEWV Kal TNG (wNAS péoa og autd, KaBwg Kal TTavr) aTpoer oTnv
OIKOVOMIKI] TOU OpaoTnpIOTATA TIPOG £va XOPAKTAPA TIO €PYAOTNPIOKO.
Qaivetal €101 611 €TTNPEEAlETAl ATTO TIG ONUAVTIKEG AAAayYEG TTOU TTAABAV OTIG
KOIVWVIKEG Kal TTOMITIKEG DOUEG, 01 0TToiEG onuatodoTouv TRV YMIB trepiodo o€

6Ao T0 vnoi.

An Intramural Pot Burial from Petras

Tina J.P.McGeorge

tinamcgeorge@hotmail.co.uk

An LMIA intramural infant pot burial was discovered at Petras in 1985, found
in an inverted position and interred in the courtyard of House |. This paper
presents the results of the anthropological study, discusses evidence for the
dangers of childbirth at that period and reviews the cultural practice of
intramural burials of infants not only in Greece but in Anatolia, the Levant and
Egypt. This age-old and widespread practice began with the earliest settled
communities and continued unbroken down to the Iron Age at least. It seems

to suggest an underlying koine of belief, though given the complexity of
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human nature and the infinite variety of expression of human culture and
beliefs there need not necessarily be a single explanation for it at all times and
in all places. Inverted pithos burials have been reported in tombs and at
numerous formal cemeteries on Crete, for instance at Sphoungaras (E. H.
Hall 1911) and at Pachyammos, where all 213 burials were placed with their
heads down and the vases inverted over them (R. B. Seager, 1916). This
curious phenomenon has never been satisfactorily explained. At Petras, the
purposeful placing of the infant in the pithos in an inverted position conveys a
funerary symbolism which is possibly the clearest and most unambiguous

articulation of the Minoans’ religious belief in rebirth and hope for an afterlife.

Kepapikég "YAeg kai Zuvrayég otnv TeAlkp NeoAlBik kai
Mpwrtopivwikg | lMepiodo: H ApxaiopyeTpikp ‘Epeguva oTtov
Oikiouo kal Tnv Tagiki Bpaxooketrn otnv Ke@dAa MeTpd

Ap EAévn Noddapou

Apxaiohoyog, AicuBuvTpia EpyaoTnpiou NeTpoypagiag

IvoTitouto MeAéTng MNpoioTopikou Alyaiou Av. KpATtng, Maxeid Auuog,
lepatreTpa, 72200 Kpntn

enodarou@yahoo.gr

2Tnv Tapolca avakoivwon €EeTAlovTal Ol OUVEXEIEC Kal OAAayEG TTOU
TTOPATNPEOUVTAI OTIG KEPAMIKEG UAEG KaI TNV TEXVOAOYIO KOTAOKEUNG KEPAUIKAG,
BAocel apXQIOPETPIKWY AVAAUCEWV TTOU £yIVaV OTA KEPAMIKG oUVOAa atrd Tov
okiopyd (TN IV - MM IA) kai v Ta@Ikf PBpaxookerry (MM 1B) Trou
atmmokaAu@enkav oto Ao NG KepdaAag lMerpd. H TuttoAoyikr PEAETR TOu
UAIKOU £0€1EE oNPAVTIKEG BIAPOPEG PETAEU Twv U0 TTEPIOdWYV Kal TTPOEKUYAV
EPWTNAPATA OXETIKA PE TIG AVTIOTOIXEG TEXVOAOYiEG KATaOKEUAG. O ouvduaoudg
TTETPOYPAPIKNG avAAUONG Kal NAEKTPOVIKOU WIKPOOKOTTIOU odpwong €0woe
ONUAVTIKA OTOIXEIA IO TNV avayvwpion TOTTIKAG KAl EI0NYPEVNG KEPAUIKAG, Ta
TEXVOAOYIKGA XapaKTNEIOTIKG KABe TTEPIOdOU Kal TIG TEXVOAOYIKEG aAAaYEG aTTO

TN MIa TTEPIOdO OTNV AAAN.
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Pottery Fabrics and Recipes in the Final Neolithic and Early
Minoan | Period: The Analytical Evidence from the Settlement
and the Rock Shelter of Kephala Petras

Dr Eleni Nodarou

Archaeologist, Director - Laboratory of Ceramic Petrography

INSTAP Study Center for East Crete, Pacheia Ammos, lerapetra, 72200
Crete, Greece

enodarou@yahoo.gr

This presentation examines continuity and change in pottery fabrics and
recipes on the basis of archaeometric analysis carried out on two ceramic
assemblages from Kephala Petras, the FN IV-EM I|A settlement and the EM IB
burial rock shelter. The typological study of the pottery showed clear
differences between the two periods and raised important questions
concerning the technologies involved. The integrated application of thin
section petrography and scanning electron microscopy provided valuable
insight in identifying local and imported pottery, the technological

characteristics of each period, and the changes from one period to the other.

H Mpwipétepn Karoiknon otnv [lepioxn tou MMetpd: Ta
2roixeia arrd Tov OIKIouo Tng KepdAag

Ap MNavvng Matraddrtog

NEKTWP
MavemoTtAiuio ABnvwy, Tunua lotopiag kair ApxaioAoyiag
gpapadat@arch.uoa.gr

H atmmokdAuwn TUAPOTOG €vOG peydAou oikiopou Tng TeAIKAG NeoAiBIkAG IV -
MpwTopivwikig 1A 1epIddou oTo AOQOo TnG KepdAag, o€ KOvTIvi) atmméoTaon
atrd TN METAYEVEOTEPN MIVWIKA TTOAN KAl TO avakTopo Tou leTpd atrd TN Mia
TTPOCPEPEI PI OEIPA aTTO VEQ apXaIOAOYIKG dedopéva JETATOTTICOVTAG TTPOG TA
oW T XPOVOAOYIKA Opla TNG KATOIKNONG OTNV TTEPIOXA TNG ZNTeiag, amd Tnv
GAAN OPWG dnuioupyei pia ocipd atmd vEa apxXaloAoyIKG epwTAATA Kal BETE

véa TTPOBAANOTA OTNV £PEUVQ.
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2TV TTapouca avakoivwon Ba dob¢i pia ouvown Twv vVEwV dedouévwy Kal Ba
e€eTaoTOUV  TO  €MPEPOUG CNTAMOTA  TTOU  €yEipovTal atmd  Tn  MEAETN
ApPXQIOAOYIKOU UAIKOU ME €u@aon oTnv opydavwon Kal Tn Agiroupyia Tou
OIKIOPOU, Ta XPOVOAOyIKA Opla TnG KOToikNoNngG, Tn OXEON HE YEITOVIKOUG
OIKIOMOUG, OAAG KaI PE TOV £EWKPNTIKO KOO0, YE TOV oTToio N KegpdAa MeTpd

QaiveTal va gixe oTeveS eTTa@ES AdN atrd Tnv NeoAiBIKr TTepiodo.

The Earliest Habitation in the Area of Petras: The Evidence
from the Settlement of Kephala

Dr Yiannis Papadatos
Lecturer

University of Athens, Dept of History and Archaeology
gpapadat@arch.uoa.gr

The settlement on the Kephala hill, very close to the Minoan town and the
palace of Petras, is dated to the FN IV-EM IA period, providing the earliest
evidence so far for habitation in the Siteia area. The excavation revealed only
part of the settlement but provided enough new evidence to generate new
archaeological questions and raise issues for further research.

This presentation reviews the new evidence and focuses on issues raised
from the study of the archaeological material, such as the organization and
dating of the settlement, the relations with nearby sites, as well as the

contacts with areas beyond Crete.
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Kepapikp ™G Meoofulavtiviig kai [lMpwipng EVeETIKAG
Mep16dou atréd Tov MeTpd Znreiag

Ap NataAia NouAou-IMatradnunTpiou
Erikoupn KaBnyntpia BulavTiviig ApxaioAoyiag

ApioToTéAcio MavetmoTiuio @scoalovikng
npoulou@hist.auth.gr

To Tapikd oUvoAo, TTOU ATTOKAAUWE N avaokaery oto AO@o Tou [leTpd, oTn
Béon oakpiBwg TOU PPIOKOTAV N PIVWIKA €yKaTtaoTaon, €ival 18iaitepa
ONUAVTIKO Kal N YEAETN TOUu Ba pag dwaoel TTOAUTINA CUPTTEPACUATA TOCO YIa
TNV peoofulavTivh) ZnTeia, 600 Kal yia TIG TAPIKEG ouviBeleg TNG BulavTivig
Kal ueTaBulavTiviig  TTEPIOGdOU.  ZTnv  avakoivwaon didovral Ta  TTpwTa
OUPTTEPACPATA TTOU OuvAyovTal aTTd TNV HPEAETN TNG KEPAMIKAG KAl GAAwV
QVTIKEIMEVWY, TTOU BPEBNKAV WG KTEPIoPATA YECA OTIG TAPEG A NTAV OE QUEON
ox€on JE auTég KaBwg BpEdnkav akpIBwg eTTavw ) yUpw aTTd TOUug TAPOUG.

H peAETN KAl xpovoAOynon Twv eUpNUATWY Jag divouv OnuUavTIKA oTOIXEid yia
TNV UTTapEn ToUu BulavTivou vekpoTageiou rndn amod tnv B’ Bulavtiviy TTePiodo
KABwWG Kal yia Tn CUVEXION TNG XPHoNG TOU XWPEOU yia TNV Ta@r atopwv atrod

KATTOIO KOVTIVA KoIvOTNTA péxpl Kail Tov 14°/15° au.

Odvarog otov lMerpd. NeoavakTopikog Pakoeidng ZepayidoAiBog
Me MapdoTaon Movopayiog

Prof. David W. Rupp
Director

Canadian Institute in Greece
drupp@cig-icg.gr

2TIG OOKIJAOTIKEG TOUEG TTOU TTPONYABNKAV TNG KATAOKEUNG TWV HOVOTTATIWY
OTO TTAQIOIO TOU €pyou avdadeIgng Tou apxaloAoyikou Xwpou Tou [eTpd  TO
2005, avaocka@inke PIKPO TuNRUa NeoavakTopikKou KTipiou, OTTou, TTavw o€ YM
IA daTTedO PO 0TO PWGS Evag YAKOEIDNG oPPayIdOAIBOG pe TTapdoTacn dUo
avdépwyv o€ oKknvp povouaxiog. H avakoivwon Ttrapoucidadel 70 Béua oTo

EIKOVOYPOAQIKO Kal XPOVOAOYIKO TOU TTAQICIO.
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Death in Petras. Two Men Fighting on a LM IA Lentoid Seal
Prof. David W. Rupp
Director

Canadian Institute in Greece
drupp@cig-icg.gr

During rescue excavations before the construction of the paths at Petras, in
preparation to the presentation of the archaeological site to the public in 2005,
a small portion of Neopalatial building was excavated. There on a LM IA floor
a lentoid steatite seal came to light, depicting a duel between two male
figures. The paper presents the iconography and chronological parallels for
the find.

Miniature Vessels from Petras
Dr Anna Simandiraki-Grimshaw

University of Bath
pytna@yahoo.co.uk

Vessel studies constitute a popular field of Minoan archaeology, due to the
rich chronological, social, religious and artistic information they provide. Within
this field, despite some recent studies, miniature vessels remain under-
explored. This paper will present miniature vessels from Petras. It will argue
that, although not extensive, this material is nevertheless significant for the
study and comprehension of such Bronze Age Cretan vessels as artefacts

and concepts.

[13]


mailto:drupp@cig-icg.gr
mailto:pytna@yahoo.co.uk

O MMIlI-YMI Oikiopég otov lMarmradidokautro. AVvAKE OTnv
Emikpdreia Tou MNeTpd;

Xpuoa 2o@iavou* — Dr Thomas Brogan®*

*Apxaiohdyog KA™ EMNKA

chrsofianou@agmail.com

** Director - INSTAP Study Center for Eastern Crete, Pacheia Ammos,
lerapetra, Crete

instapec@otenet.qr

H eykatdoTtaon Tng ETmoxng tou XaAkoU TTou avakoAu@Onke TTpéo@aTta oTn
Béon «[lMatmradiokautrog» BpiokeTal oTa dUTIKA TNG XEPOOVHoou Tou TpdaxnAa,
avaueoa oTtoug KOATToug Tou MepautréAou Kal TNG ZnTteiag. H TotmoBeoia autn)
€ixe oTPATNYIKA ONuacia yia Toug dpOUoUG Tou euTTopiou PETAEU TNG BOPEINg
KEVTPIKAG Kal avatoAikNG KpAtng aAAd kal TTpog GAAAOUG TTPOOPICHOUG TOU
NoTioavatoAikou Alyaiou Kai TNG avaToAIknG Meooyeiou.

A6 10 2007 £wg kai To 2009 n KA ENMKA pe tnv uttooTpign Tou INSTAP
OleCAyayE AVOOKAPIKEG EPEUVEG KAl OCUYKEVTPWOE OTOIXEIQ yia TNV aKpPIPN
XPOovoAdynon kai To péyebog autou Tou TTapaAiakou oIKiopou. ‘Evag atmd toug
TTPWTAPXIKOUG OKOTTOUG TNG €peuvag €ival n avalitnon Tou pOAoU TTOU Eixe
oTnv €upuTePn TTEPIOXN Katd Tnv [MlaAaioavaktopikl Kal NeoavakTopIKr)
TEPIodo. Ao Tn MEAETN Twv THAIVWY Kal AiBivwv eupnudtwy Twv MM I
OTPWHATWY Kal Twv duo YM | KaTOIKIWV TTOU avaoKAPTNKAV TTPOKUTITEI OTI N
eykaraotaon oTtov NatmadIOKAPTIO €ival OTPAPPEVN TTPOG TA avATOAIKA, €XEI
OnAadny ox€oelg TTEPICOOTEPO PE TOV KOATTO TNG Znteiag. MAaANov dev eival
TUXOIO TO VYEYOVOG OTI T OPXAIOTEPA AVOOKAQPIKA OTPWHPATA  TTOU
atrodeIkvUuouv Katoiknon oTtov [1atradIOKAPTIO CUMTTITITOUV XPOVOAOYIKA ME
TNV KATOOKEUN TWV TTPWTWV aVaKTOpwV Tou MeTpd.

H avakoivwon Bacietal oTn oUyKpIon oUYXPOvVWwY HETAEU TOUG UAIKWYV atTd
Béoeic TTou BpiokovTal T6oo oTo MepapTTéAo 60O Kal OTh ZnTeEia ue oTOXO va
atrodeigoupe o1 0 MamadiOoKAPTTOC ATToTEAOUCE TUAMG TNG ETTIKPATEIOG TOU

MeTpd katd Tnv MNaAaioavakTopikr] Kal NEOAVOKTOPIKY TOU QAOoT.
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Neolithic and Minoan Marine Exploitation at Petras.
Diachronic Trends and Cultural Shifts

Dr Tatiana Theodoropoulou
Wiener Laboratory-ASCSA / Equipe de Protohistoire Egéenne-UMR 7041

France
tatheod@hotmail.com

The marine world has always fascinated people living at the edge of
landscapes in close connection to the sea, such the island of Crete.
Numerous are the examples of the influence of the marine element in the
everyday life and artistic or symbolic expressions of prehistoric populations of
Crete. These latter are evident in both Neolithic and Minoan contexts, yet it is
rare to find a continuum in the behavior of the inhabitants of one region. The
long excavations at the Neolithic settlement of Kephala and the Minoan
palace at Petras provide one such marine record. Numerous marine animal
remains, found at both Kephala and the Minoan palace, offer a unique
opportunity for a detailed insight into marine animal utilisation in two different
cultural and social contexts. This paper aims to explore the possible uses of
fish and molluscs within the Neolithic village and the Minoan palace and to
draw the common trends and differential perception of the fruits of the sea for

two distinct human groups.

NMapouciaon Tou Aladiktuakou Toétrou TOoUu ApXaIOAOYIKOU
Xwpou Tou MeTpd: www.petras.excavations.qr

KwvoTavTivog Toyiag

MaBnuaTikog, M.Sc., ZUuBouAog MANPOYOPIKAG
info@ktogias.gr
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KE®AAA TMETPA, ZHTEIAZ: AvBpwTtriva Ootd kal Ta@ikég
MpakTikég oTnv MM Bpaxooketn

Ap 2€Bn TpiavraguAiou
NEKTWP

ApioToTéAcio MavetmioTAuIo @scoalovikng
sevitr@otenet.gr

Katd 10 €10¢ 2006, 01 £pyacie¢ CWOTIKAG avaoka@ng oTtn duTikKr TTAayid Tou
Ao@ou KepdAa MeTpd ZnTeiag, Epepav oTo WS adIaTAPAKTN BPAXOOKETTA TTOU
ToTTo0¢ETEITAl XpOovoAoyikd armé tnv MM | péxpr Tn MM IB-IIA Trepiodo. H
Bpaxookett) BpiokeTtal 50 y. NOTIO TOU AVAKTOPOU TOU VEKPOTAQEIOU HE T
TAQIKA KTHPIa v N €i00d0¢ Tou avTIKpPiel TO avAakTopo Tou lMeTpd. Avdaueoa
OTa €UPNUATA TNG TAPIKAG OTTNAIAG EKTOG ATTO TA TTOAUTIUA QVTIKEIMEVA KAl TA
KEPAMIKG OKeun Me  éviovn Tnv  Trapoucia  KukAQdiTIKwy  ETTIPPOWV,
XOAPOKTNPIOTIKNA €ival N yeydAn eTTixwon avBpwTTivwy 00Twyv o€ dia éktaon 10
TEPITTOU 2 TTOU OTTOTEAET OUGIAGTIKG TNV £KTACN TNG PPAXOOKETTHC.

H HEAETN TWV OKEAETIKWYV KATAAOITTWY TTOU TTPOEPXOVTAl ATTO dIACTIOPTA KAl
AVOUOXAEUNEVA OOTA TTPOCPEPElI HOVADIKEG dUVATOTNTEG YIa TNV dIEPEUVNON
TTPWTIOTWGS OPXAIOAOYIKWY EPWTNUATWY TTOU OXETICOVTAI PE TN METAXEIPION
TWV VEKPWYV, TIG TIPAKTIKEG TTOU OUVOEOVTAI PE TNV TAQr], TNV aQVOKOMIO aAA&
Kal TNV TTOANQTTA Xprion Tou xwpou. MMapdAAnAa, divetar n duvaroTnta
e¢étaong ¢NTNUATWVY  TTOU  AQOPOUV  TIG PBIOAOYIKEG  TTAPAMETPOUG  TOU
TTANBUOUOU OTTWG €ival 0 EAAXIOTOG APIBUOS TWV ATOPWY, O TTPOCOIOPICHOG
TWV NAIKIOKWY KATNyopiwv OAAd Kal Tou @UAou, Ta eTTiTeda uyeiag ol

OIaTPOPIKES TUVNBEIES KAl OI PUOIKEG BPACTNPIOTNTEG TWV AVOPWTTWV.
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KEPHALA PETRAS, SITEIA: Human Bones and Burial
Practices in the EM Rockshelter

Dr Sevi Triantaphyllou
Lecturer

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
sevitr@otenet.gr

Rescue excavations taken place in 2006 on the west slope of Kephala Petras
hill brought to light an undisturbed rock shelter ranging in time between the
EMI and MMIB-IIA periods. The rockshelter is located 50 m South to the
house tombs cemetery and its entrance faces to the palace of Petras. Apart
from a large number of valuable artefacts and pottery vessels indicating a
strong influence from the Cyclades, a thick deposit of human remains was
recovered extending at a large area of 10 m?.

The study of the skeletal remains represented mainly by commingled human
bones will offer a unique opportunity to shed some light on issues related to
the treatment of the deceased and the practices associated with the burial, re-
burial, and multiple use of the disposal area. It will also help identify the
biological parameters of the case-study population, such as the demographic
picture (i.e., minimum number of individuals buried, sex, and age groups),
health, dietary status, physiological stress factors, and the type of physical

activities practiced during life.

To MpoavakTopikd NekpoTageio Tou MeTpd — 'Eva Alaxpoviko
20upoAo KolvwvikAg Zuvoxng

Ap Metagia TormrotrouAou
YT1roupye€io TTONITIOPOU Kal Toupiopou

MpoioTapévn AlcuBuvong EBvikou Apxeiou Mvnueiwv
mtsipopoulou@culture.gr

H avaoka@ry Tou acuAntou lMpoavakToplkou vekpoTtageiou Tou leTpd, TTOU
ATTOTEAEITAI ATTO TAPOUG - OIKIEG YE APKETA OWUATIA KAl OUVOETEG KATOWEIG,

¢ekivnoe 10 2004 kal ouveyietal. Méxpl onuepa £€xouv eviomoBEi Kal TTARPWG
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N ev PEPEI avaooKagei 5 TAPOI-OIKIEG, KAl TTAPAUEVEI AYVWOTOG O TEAIKOG
apIBudg, OTTWG KAl N OUVOAIKR €KTOON TOU VEKpOTaQEiou. EKTOC TWV TAQIKWV
KTIpiWV €xel €peuvNOEi PPAXOOKETTH) N OTToia TTEPIEIXE OEUTEPOYEVEIC TAPEG,
mOavVOTATA  TTPOEPXOMEVEG aTTd TOVv KaBapiopyd €vog KTipiou o€  pia
OUYKEKPIMEVN  Xpovikr oTiyul otnv MMIA. H T1apolca  avakoivwon
TTapoucidlel Ta  dedopéva  dIaXPOVIKNG XPAONG TOU VEKPOTAPEIOU WG
OUupPBOAOU KOIVWVIKAG UVOoXNG, TTOAAOUG altoveg HETA TO TEAOG TNG XpAOoNG Tou
WG XWPOG TAPWV.

To TAQIKO KTipIo 2, €xel TTAApwWG epeuvnBei kal eival, PEXPI OAMEPQ, TO
ONUAVTIKOTEPO VIO TNV APXITEKTOVIKA, TO EUPAMATA Kal TN XPOVOASGynor) Tou.
ATtroTeAciTal attd 9 xwpoug Kal  TTepIEAGUBave TaPEG KaTd xwpav, T600 OTO
damedo 600 Kal o€ TAPIKA ayyeia, KaBwg Kal PJeyAAo aplOPo avakouidwy.
BpiokeTal 01O VOTIO AKPO TOU VEKPOTAPEIOU Kal, CUMPWVA PE Ta PEXPI OAMEPT
Oedopéva, NTAV TO TEAEUTAIO TTOU KTIOBNKE, aKPIBWS OTO TEAOG TNG
MpoavakTopikng (yia Tov lMeTpd) TrEpIddoU, Meoopivwik IB To 18iaitepo
eVOIOQEPOV TNG XPOVOAOYNONG TOU TAQIKOU autoU KTIpiou, KABwG Kkai Ta
ONUavTIKOTATA  KIVATA  €UPAMOTA  TOou  (MEYAAn TT000TNTA  KEPOAMIKAG,
dlaKoouNMEVNG Kal akOOoUNTNG, XPUOEC Talvieg, povadikoi o@payidoAifol,
00TEOANOYIKO UAIKO KaA& diatnpnuévo), o€ OuvOUAOMNO ME TIG €VOEIEEIC
OpPYAVWHEVNG ATTOO00NG TIMWYV TTPOG TOUG VEKPOUG, TTOU TTPOCPEPOUV TOOOV N
QPXITEKTOVIKI, OO0V KAl OPIOPEVEG KATNYOPIEG EUPNUATWY, KATADEIKVUOUV TO
POAO TOU HVNUEIOU QUTOU OTNV KOTAVONON TNG KOIVWVIKAG €CENIENG OTNV
Kpiolun epiodo TG peTdBaong mpog TNV MNMaAalovakTopikn.

21NV PpaxooKeT BpEONKav oxedOv OTnV ETTIPAVEIQ TEAETOUPYIKN TTPOXOUG
KAl KWVIKO KUTTEAAO TNG NEOAVAKTOPIKAG TTEPIODOU.

To Ta@iko KkTiplo 1 e€dANou £xel epeuvnOei o peydAo TuAPa Tou. O dlaoTAoEIg
Tou €ival avAAoyeg Pe auTéG Tou 2, aAAd dla@épel amd autd WG TTPOS TNV
QPXITEKTOVIKA Kal TNV XpovoAdynan (n kupia @don tou givai n NMMIII/MMIA). Qg
TTPOG TA KIVNTA EUPHPATA TTAPATNPOUVTAl ETTIONG ALIOONUEIWTEG OIAPOPES
METAEU Twv OUO MPeyGAwV KTIpiwyv. IdIaiTEPa EVOIOPEPOV OTOIXEIO yIa TNV
OUVEXEIO XPAONG TOU XWPOU WG MVNUEIOU KOIVWVIKAG OUVOXNG, TTOAAOUG
QIWVEG META TO TEAOG TNG TTPAYMATIKAG TOU XProNg wg XWEOog TaPNG gival oTl,
otnv YM Il 1repiodo kTioBnke oTo OUTIKO TOU AKPO, €V PEPEI TTAVW aATTd TO

TAQIKO KTipIo 1, PEYAAO HEYAPOEIDEG KTipPIO, CUVODBEUOUEVO OTTO HIa OEIpd
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TTAQTEIWV TOiIXWV OTa avatoAikd Tou TTBavoTtaTta TTePIBOAwY. To KTipio autd
TTPOPAVWG CUVOEOTAV PE KATTOI0G JOPPG TEAETOUPYIQ 1 aTTOdOCN TIUAG TTPOG
TOUG TIpoyovoug, dnAwvovtag Tnv agloonueiwtn ouvéxela Tou [MeTpd, O€

O1apkela peyaAuTepn Twv 2000 xpdvwv.

The Prepalatial Cemetery of Petras. A Diachronic Monument
of Social Coherence

Dr Metaxia Tsipopoulou
Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Tourism

Director — National Archive of Monuments
mtsipopoulou@culture.gr

The excavation of the unplundered Prepalatial cemetery of Petras, consisting
of house-tombs, with many rooms and sophisticated plans, started in 2004. To
date 5 such buildings have been located and partially or totally excavated, the
total number, as well as the actual size of the necropolis being still
unspecified. Also a rock shelter was excavated near the house tombs, which
contained secondary burials, probably coming from the cleaning of a particular
building at a particular instance in MM IA. The present paper deals with the
evidence for the use of the Petras cemetery as an area of diachronic use and
a symbol of social coherence, many centuries after the end of its use as a
burial place.

House Tomb 2, is completely excavated and it is, to date, the most important
of the House Tombs of the Petras cemetery, for its architecture, the movable
finds, as well as its dating. It comprises 9 spaces and preserved in situ burials,
both on the floor and in clay containers, and also many secondary burials. It is
situated at the south limit of the cemetery and it seems that it was the last to
be constructed, at the end of the Prepalatial (for Petras) period, in MM IB. The
special interest of its dating and also the very important movable finds (large
quantity of pottery, decorated and plain, gold bands, unique seals, well
preserved palaeoanthropological material) in combination with the evidence,
offered by the architecture and by various classes of artifacts, for the

organized rituals in honor of the dead, show the significance of this monument
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for a better understanding of the social evolution in the critical period of the
transition from the Prepalatial to the Protopalatial.

In the rock shelter were found on the surface two Neopalatial vases, a
ceremonial jug and a conical cup.

House Tomb 1 has been excavated in its largest part. Its dimensions are
similar to those of House Tomb 2, but its plan and its dating are different (its
main phase being EM IlII/MM 1A). As for the movable finds several are also
observed between House Tombs 1 and 2. Of particular importance for the
continuity of use of the space as a hallmark for the social coherence4 of the
Petras community is a large LM IlIC large megaroid building, accompanied by
a peribolos and a platform, built partially on top of House Tomb 1. This later
building was probably connected to special ritual activities in honor of the

dead ancestors, showing a continuity at Petras of at least two millennia.
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