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ITPOANAKTOPIKH TA®IKH BPAXOTZKEITH
2TON ITETPA ZHTEIAE - IIPOTH ANAKOINQEZH

TEITOTOYAOY METAZIA

H juvenxr] mokn kat 1o avaxtopo tou Lletpd” éxouv mhéov eviaxBel ot
Oiebvr) Piproypapial. Metd to 2000 11 CUCTITHATIKI] AVAOCKAQT] O1aKOTIKE KAt
MPOXGOPOUE EVIATIKG OV CAOKALPMOI] TG CUVIIPNONG KAl T PeALTn) yia Tg
teAkeég Srpocielioeg.

To yeyovog, 61wg, OTL O APXAOAOYIKGG XOpog Pploketct oAl Kovtd oty
noAn g Zmreiag, o TEPIOXI] HE OIKIOIKO KAl TOUPIoTKO evbiagépov, pag
UTOXPEMOE OTI] CUVEXLOL TV AVACKAPOV otov 21° at., os 1810TKd oworeda Kkat
Kinpara, pe Ooripacukd xapawirpa ImAéov, alhd navia pe 1buwaitepa
evBlagépovia, Ve  sUpHPATd. ZNHAVIIKOTATO  £1val  TOo  TTPOCVAKTOPKO
vekpotageio tou Tletpd, 1o ommolo napouc1achBnKe o8 NMPOKATAPKIIKIT|] POPEQT] OO
Kprrohoyikd Zuvédplo twov Xavieov (Toutomouhou 1990) kat oe éva pwveuwod
oegpwapo oty ABrva (ToutomotAou 2007) kar Ppioketar oto Adgpo Kegala,
axppog avatcAukd g PIVELKIG ITOANG (suk. 1).

To mpoavaxtopikd vexpotageio oo Adpo II (1 Kegpdara) tou Tletpd,
avaokanretal and to 2004 yia 1600ep1g AVAOKAPLKES Teplddoug (2004-2006
wat 2009). H avaocxkapr] Pploketal axkopa v efeAdifer kat, HUcTuxXmg, 10 yeyovog
OTL 0 Xapartrpag g eival doxipactikdg KAl 1 OUVEXIOL ¢ HEXpt To 2009
efapuidtav arnokAeionkda anod g nevixpeég motwoelg tou YILTIO. npog tryy KA
EILK.A., éxet onuavikd wabBuctepriost v mpdodd trg. Amod to 2009 1
avaokapr] ouvexiletal pe tnv urnootripién tou INSTAP. Avtictowxa, 11 cuvtrpnor
Kl PeAétn) teov supnpdteov, 1ou yivetatl oto Kévipo Mehétng Avatohwr g Kprtng
tou INSTAP, éxe1 apreta npoxwpriost, ahia bev éxel akopa ohokAnpobsi.

To 1986 kat to 1990 oty £VIATIKI], EMPAVELCKT] £psUva TG sUpUTEpng
nigploxng tou Iletpd, svroriobnkav onpaviika Asiipava oty Kopugen] Kat g
rhayles tou Aogou Kegpdha (Toumonovhou 1990). Zin Popeloavatolire] Kat I
VOT1OaVATOAKI] TMAayia tou oloviav ixvr] katoiknong tng tehikng NeoAbikng,
CUYKEKPIPEVA O0TpaKra Kat peydhn nocdtnta oyplaveyv. Emiong, oxebov oty
Kopu@pr] tou Adgou eixav tavtioBel YM Il watdhowuta, rou nepiehappavav
ToixXoug, KaAng rowtnrag Kepapkr] kot évav YM IIIA oppayidohiBo. Autd ta
peta-avakropika Astipava cuvbéovialr mbavotata pPe VEKPOTageio, CUAnpEvo
nahaiotepa, 1ou pPplokotay oto Aogo Il tng ermupavelakng £peuvag, and to
onoio éxouv dwaocwmBel pepkeg Adpvakeg, onpepa ota Mouosia Ayiou Nuwohdou
rkal Zmteiag, kabong kat o 1&iwnikeg ouhdoyég kal povosia tou efwrepikon. To
TOTUKO CUTO epYACTHplo Adpvakov HsAet)Onke kat Snpooievbnke anod Tt

" @eppdrateg EUXAPIOTIEG OTOUG OUVEPYATES NG avaokagrg [etpd, tov apxawhdyo Ap.
Tawn Tanabato, vy cuvipripa ®x. Khsww ZepPaxn, xar wv apxawhdoyo k.
Tapupahd Koctonovhou. Ta v umootiipidn oujv avackagr], 1 CUVILNPLCH oV
SUPHIATGY, 11 CEPEWOL] 1OV dpXUEKIoVIKGY Asupavev xatl ) pehér, smbupo va
suxamotnoo Beppdtata xkat and auvtny 1) Bgon to INSTAP xat aitepa tov ®abnymtr
P.P. Betancourt.

L BA.: Tsipopoulou (2007B), pe nakaidtepn Prphoypapia.
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ypagouca, o cuvepyaocia pe 1 Ap. Lucia Vagnetti, mpwv pepir@ xpovia
(Tsipopoulou & Vagnetti 1997).

TIpdopata, oe Soxipacukeég avackapsg plov 1&okinowwy, npbav oto
g WBlaitepng onpaciag suprjpata. v rpotr] arnd avteg, otn Popeta rhayid
g Kepdadag, anoxkaliginke o mALoV eKIETAPEVOS PEXPL OITHEPA OIKICPOG TG
Kpritng g IIM I, kol pdMota o8 CTpOUAToYpa@iKl] cUvAagQsla e KIfpla g
teAkrig NeoAibwkr|g, aro ta orola riporjAbav evbeiferg petardovpyiag (suc. 1). H
pedétn kat Snpooisuor tou povadikoU autol cUVOAOU VIa TV TP wotopia
s Kprng éxer napaxopndei otov Ap. T'. Tarabaro (Papadatos 2007a). H
ek dnpoocisuct, Tou Pploketal oe npoxoprpevo otablo, Ba meplhappdvet
kat ta Asiypava YM 1T katoiknong, aro tny opthotoa.

H 6eltepn avaokapr| tov teheutaioy stov oto Adpo tng Kegpdhag Tletpd
EYIve O£ 1O10KINCIA YEITOVIKT] TG TIPOTYOUHEVT]S, HE TMoAU KaAO Ormiko £Aeyxo
6AoU TOU KOATIOU T1g Zijtelag. Exel avacokdgenxkayv ev pépet ta Aetyava tou YM
[T owkiop0U, 1oV €iXe evVioImobel Katd Ty Mpavelaks] Epeuva Kal eriong npds
OTO (PEG KAl TO TIPOAVAKTIOPIKS VEKPOTAPELO, YIa TO OO0 1 ETTPAVELAKT] £peuva
tou 1986 bev sixe npoogeépel kapa €vbeidn. To vekpotagesio arotedeitar ano
TETpATTAsUpa, TAPIKA KIpld, Tou TUIou twv Tdeov - Ouwiov, Orwg Itav o
kavovag ywa trv avartodwkr|] Kprjtn trv eroxr] avtr) (ew. 1). Kat ta mévie amo
autd Tou  epsuvBrKav  HEXpl onpepa  Xpovoloyouvial oto  TEAog TG
TTpoavaxtopwr|g (ywa tov Iletpd) mepwbou, trp MM IB-IIA. To vexpotageio
Ppiloketal oe vypnhd Kat skretapgvo mAdropa g Kegdlag, ota avatohkd tou
OIKIOPOU KAl TOU aVaKIopou, of AJEor OIMIKD| ermagr] pe auvtd. H axpipng
£KTAON TOU VEKPOTQPEIOU KAl I XpOVKIE] ToUu Oudprela Gev €xouv akopa
poobloplobel e akpifela, £xouv Opwe eviormobel révie tapkd kirpla. Eivat
oAU THBavO 611 UNTAPXOoUY TIEPLoToOTEP.

Ta tapd kpla kartchappdvouv ermgdvela nepirou 70-100 t.p. 1o
kafgva. Ileplhapfdvouv €8 11 neplocotepa dopdtia xai/r] Swadpopoug,
Bepehwopéva  aneuvbeiag oto  QUOKO  Ppdxo, Ta ornoia  1apoucltaiouy
MEPLOCOTEPESG QMO A APXITEKTOVIKEG PACELS, 1E TPOIOIMOW|CELg OtV KATOWT
KAl TPOoCHIKI] XPmV, &V Ol1g TEPIO0OTEPES TIEPIUTIOOES Omipuv T1g Gupeg
toug. H avaokagr| ripocepepe eriong evdeifelg via éva vrnaiBplo xopo, orou
eixav anotebel ayyeia, kabog kat ywa éva mbavd nepifodo. H apxuekrovikr
Ka 17 B1euBEton TV TAPKmV KILoPAtoy tou Tletpd sival ouykpioyir), alid oxt
opola, Pe QUIEg AAAY YVOOTMOV VEKPOTAPEIDY AUTOU TOU TUITOU GLIV AVATOALKI)
Kprtn, onwg v Toupvicv, tou Moxtou kat tou ITahawwaotpou (Soles 1992).
‘Eva and ta tapuwd Krpla £xet mhfov avackagel chorkAnpoTikd, svey dAlda
TECOEPA O CNPIAVIIKG Pabpo. Onog mpoavageépbnke, oha ta peéxpl orfjjuspa
supripata, rou Ppebrnkav ot BEorn ToUg HMECA OTOUG TAPOUS, XPOVOAOYOUVTAL
npog to tehog g [poavartopkr)g nieptodbou (MM I-1IA).

AvtiBeta, Opog, ¢ MPog TV £vapdn Xpriong Tou XOpou ot TPOUIOTEPT]
g MM I nepiobo anokaiigdnkay onpavukotateg evoeifelg.

Katapxrjv 11 gUpeor], og Hiatapaypéva OipoPatd €KLOG TV TAPIKDY
KINPIimV, TECOAPOV KOPPATIOV HAPPAapIvey, S10TyPEvey, Kukhabikov e1iboliov,
poo@epel orpaviikr] evoeldn ya tn xXprion tou xopou otrv IIM nepiobo (ek.
2). Tlpoxeuatl yia Ipotokukhadwa Il deiypata, cuykpioa pe Ta ywv@otd tou
veKpotageiou v Apxavov, ta ornola avepdalouv onpaviika tov aplBpd v
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glonypevev, kurhadbikov ebwmhiov otnv Kprn (Papadatos 2007p). Itwaitepa
afoonpeioto sivatl 611 éva and autd, arod To oIolo orlETal To Ke@dhl Kal Tprpa
tou Aarpol, uroAoyiletar ot &pbave os Uypog ta 58-60 sk, TIpokeitar yua ta
npota kKukhabukd e1bolia and avaokapukd neptfdhiov oty avatohwr] Kprijn
kat éxouv 1daitepr onuacia, kabog SnAcdvouv, apevog Ol 01 OXECE1S TG
MEPLOXIG TOU KOATIOU Trjg Zajtelag pe g Kukhadeg cuvexicBnkav petd 1o téhog
TNg XPIoNg ToU YeuwovikoU verpotageiou tng Ayiag dotnag (Davaras &
Betancourt 2004) otig apxég g IIM II (unevBupifetal ot oto vexkpotageio g
Avyiag Poniag e Ppebnrav kuxkhabika eboria), kat agetepou 6T mbavotata
apxikd vrpdav evag 1] mepLoooTEpol TAPoL 1] Touhdxiotov tapsg trg [IM II oto
verpotapeio tou Tletpd.

Efcupstkaic onuaciag mavieg sUpnud, Kat kupiog arnddaén ot to
MPoavaktopiko vekporapeio tou Terpa Sexvouoe 161 and v TIM I, anotéisos
1l COOTIKIT| AVACKAPI] VEIToViKLG loktnoiag, ermiong ot Sutwkr] rhayié tou
Aopou, Alyo xapndotepa and Ty npornyoupsvr], 11 oroila arnotshel 1o
avtikeipevo tou mapédviog apbBpou (euwc. 1), H Ppaxookert) auvtry Ppioketat
nepinou 5O P, voTla TV tTa@ikov Kinpiov, o pia 1biokinoia nou rnepthapfdaver
Kat dhAa, avahoya kolhopara tou Ppdxou, ta oroida efautiag g oAU MUKV,
Bapvaboug PAdotnong katl necpévav Atbov Hev sixav gpeuvnBel Kata v eroxr)
TG ETIPAVELCIKT|G £pEUvVASg. YTUPXEe MAVIGES 1] UTToyia 6Tl Ol PPaxXOOKETIEG AUTEG,
Katog elval opateg anod Pakpld Katl £xXoUV OIMLIKI] £ITAgEr] JE T HIVEUKT] TIOAT)
KOl To avaktopo, Ba sixav mmbavog XprotponoinBel ya tagég. 'Onomg sival
YV@OoTO, otrv avatohwr| Kpru tages o8 guowsés orAieg yivoviav 18 and t
NeoABkr| iepiodo Kal péxpt TouAdxiotov Tov 79 at. m.X.

H Ppaxookert] epsuviiPnke to 2006, wat 1161 £xet ohowhnpobel 1)
CUVINPINON KOl 1] TPOKATAPKTIKE] MeA£tn Tov KWwiov tng supnpdtov. H
AVAOKAPI] £1Xe COHOTIKG XAPAKTINPA, ©OF IPOg TV avdaykr dpecnsg enepfaocng,
aldhdl gyve 11 CUCTIHATIKG TPOTo kat Wiaitepa Aermtopepr| erpnpicoorn (k. 3).
Kara tnv apxikn avtowpia Swamotodnke 1 Unapén koppartol peyaing MM I
Adpvarkag?, opolag He duteg TOU VEKPOTAQEIOU, KAl HEPLKOV OCTOV OV
eTPAavela tou eHAPoUg OLo E0MIEPIKO TG Ppaxookerg. Msra v agpaipesorn
g TUKvrg PAdotnong kat tou koppatiou trg Adpvaxkag, arnorkakugeBrkav
avBpormva ootd, oAl kaing Hwatnpnong katr pepika ayyeia. H eicobog sivat
ota SuTKda Kal avikpuiel 1o Adgo, 610U PpioKetal o OlKICHOG KAl TO AVAKTIOpO
tou Tlerpa. O ocwldpeveg onpepa Hiaotacelg tng ppaxookernng eivar 4,5 x 3,5
1. To socwmteprd trg €xel £xtacr nepirou 10 T.Q., evo 10 RPaBog tng erixoong
nrav kard péco O6po 1 p. Trv emoxi] tng Xpriong g 1 Ppaxookerd| rjtav
PaBitepn, orwg deixvel peydio Tppa Ppdxou Imou £Xel KATtaneosel sPrpog anod
v £10006 g, KAt arnd To Oroio CGOIGTAV apxXaloloyukn) erixoor), PdBoug
repirou 1 ., oOpola pe authv trg unchouwg Ppaxockeruig, 1) oroia
avackagrke to 2009,

O xwpog eixe XpriotponownBel yia Heutepoyeveig tagpeg, dniadn ya v
ancBeon tou UAMKoU and tov kadaplopo evog 1] MEPLOCOTEPEY TAPIKOY KINpiov,

og pwa 1] Ieplocotepeg eukalpieg (ew. 4). H xpovohoynon v suprjpatmv

2 H Aapvara autr] amnotehel ferpnunus anfe gquem ywa vy TA@IKL Xpron wg

Ppaxooxrenng.
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MPOOPEPEL OTJNAVIIKA, VEQA OTOIXeEla, OX1 Povo yla tr Siapkeia xprjong tou
verpotagpeiou tou Iletpd, aAAd Kal yevikOTeEpa YA TV 10Topia Kal T1g §otep ke
OXE£0E1G TG TIEPIOXTIG TOU KOAToU tng Zrteiag, kad’ 6An tn pakpd didpkeia tng
Tpoavartopukns nieptotou. Metadl v ootV KAl TV AOITOV UpnAToY oty
EMXMOT] NG PPaxooKeng urnpxe eAdxiorto xopa, deixvovrag mbavotata ot ot
anoBEcelg OTo OIMAQIO SPEVaY APXIKA AKAAUTTTEG 1] TOUAGXKIOTOV KaAUTITOVTAY
rohu mpoxepa (ew. 3). H épsuva angdbmoe onpaviiks] Kat oAUty Mocotta
ooctechoykoU UhkoV, cupneplthapfavopsveov 95 kpaviov, H avBporioloyikr
pehétn, mou &gexivrioe to 2008, aro tn Ap. Zepaotr) Tpraviaguhdou (PA.
ertipetpo), Be @aivetar va amobsucviel otL ot ornAld eixav yiver apxucd
MPMIOYEVEIG Tapeg, O1 oroieg napapepiobnrav yia va xproitporonBel otn
OUVEXELA O 00Te0PUACKIO. TTAvTeng, 11 avBpOITOACYIKT] NeALTr] £VIOIIo:s HNepKi
apbpopéva 0ota Kal akdopa UNpxXav ortr] onnitld eAaxiota ayyeia, ta oroia
gxouv TmapdhAnAa oto yelrovikd owiopd g tehwkr)g NeokiBwr)lg  wai
npoUpoTatng paocng trg TIIM 1.

Ta suprjpata frav oAdd kol apretd amd autd e§apetike|g TIOWTITAg,
pe buattepa evbragpepovoa xpovohoynon. Ta ninjhwva ayyeia épbavav ta 100
(euc. 6-9), xat ta AiBwva ta reévie (e, 10), kahUroviag tig gpdoelg and vy IIM
I péxpr tmy TIM III-MM 1. Zinv teAsutaia auvtr] @dorn xpovoloyouviail ta
niahcndTERA SUPTTRATC, TIOU PpeBnKrav Katd Xopav otoug TAapoug — OLKIeg.

Znpavokr] sivalr 11 €0peorn ayyeinov kukhadbikol tunou, petadl tov
oroilev kat elonypeva (euc. 11-12), opola pe autd ToU YELTOVIKOU VEKPOTAPELOU
g Aviag dotidg, mou Seixvouv oOtl, avefdptnra and TV KATA  ITACAv
mOavOTIIa TIAPOUCIa KUKAAQDITOV OTO YEITOVIKSO OWIopo trg Aviag dotidg, o
Tletpdic mpernel va mpootebel otig ywwoteg Boeig g Popelag Kprtng, o6rou
gxouv Ppedel  aviikeipeva wkuxkhaduwrls mpogheuong,  KUPIG  KEpAPLKD
(Papadatos 2007 ), cahida ko péradha, Saitepa acrjpu (PA. nmapaxdarm).

E&dhhou, 1n ouvéxewa Xpriong g ormnAldg wkat ot Neoavaxrtopukr)
nepiodo, av rkar pe Swapopenik] Asttoupyia, dSnhoverar and ny elupeor pmag
tedetoupywnis YM I mpoxou (ewk. 13) kat evdg KovikoU kunehhou, oxebov oty
ernpaveia. Eropévog, Kal v eroxr] autr), 0xXt povov 11 8éorn tou apxaiou tote
verpotagpeiou rfrav yveootr], akhd eixe O1efaxBel tovhdxiotov pia tehetoupyla
MPOS TIALYV TV IIPOYOVOY.

O rmhoutog wat 1] Towhia TV sUPNPATOV TG PPOXOCKEIS
ouprAnpaverar pe 10 apyupa avukeipeva kal kooprpatra tng IIM I nepiodou
Kot 7 xdhkwa avukeipeva g IIM I éog kar MM I, petagl tov oroiwv £va
uAhooxnpo eyxelpidlo, 6 AiBwveg xavdpeg, moAhd dctpea katl oyavoi, kabog
KCl 4 TPOPATa armd Xpuod KOGURATa 1] Tawieg, ZNPaviikoTateg yia Ty eIoxr
Kar tnv Teploxr] eivar £§Ghhou Bvo ABwveg xkal 1Swaitepa Tpelg ooTEvEg
oppayidbeg, ol oroieg BelXvouv TI] OXE£01] g TIEPIOXNG TOU KOATIOU g Zinjteiag
pe v Kevrpukr] Kprjun oty Hpoavaxtopkr| niepiodo (euc. 14).

TToAAG KAl OUVAPTIACTIKA £1val Ta £PEIIPIATA TI0U TIPOKUITIOUY artd T
véa autr] gpeuva. Tomg To onpavikotepo ard auvtd, ylia to oroio Suctuxong dev
EXOUHE AKOPA artavinor], sivail 1 ouvbeoT] ToU ta@ikol autol ouvolou pe v
avtictoxn 8€orn ratoiknong. Katapxry rperet va Sieukpviobel Ot 11 KEPAPIKI)
torou Aylag Ponag be cuvbeetal pe Tov o1KIoPd TOU YVOTOU VEKPOTAMEIoU, 1O
ortoio arnExel 4 xAp. Ernopéveg, 1o Iporopivelke UAIKO IMpoEpXetal anod £va
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aAlo owIopo tr1g 61ag £roxrg oty rnegploxr tou Tertpd, o1 KATo1Ko1 Tou Oroiou
eixav nipodoPacn os Kepapkr] KUkAabikr)g Tposhevuong, KaBoOg Kal 08 KPNTIKES
ppnoelg Kukhabikov ayyeiov.

Ertopéveg:

e  Yrrpée evag owkiopog tng TIM I-1TA oty Kegpalha niou Sev €xer eviormobet
aroua;

e 'H mporewatl icwg yia dhho owions, rou Ppilokdtav oto Adgo I tou
TTetpa, o oroiog Hev €xel akopa evrormobel, TIapd 11§ CLPOPATOYPAPIKES
TOHEG, TOU OIMOIOU 1] MPOIAOTIEPT] OWICTIKI] @daocr fjitav 1 IIM II pe
XAPAKIT|PICTIKT] Kepa ik Baothikrg;

e Ta tpla rukhaduwd edohia, av vnoteBel 6T1 MPAyPATL TIPOEPXOVIAL OO
TAPOUE, AVIIKAV O£ KATOIKOUS AUToU Tou UToBetikol, Aayvmortou IIpog To
rapov owilopol; [poreital Aoutov yia £va HeUtepo olKIopd e KATIO0U
eiboug ouvbeon pe tig Kukhabeg, o oroiog, Opwg xXpriciporiomdnke yia
HAKPOTEPO XPOVIKS SIACTa ard 600V 0 OUKIONOS GTOV OMOlo aVIjKE TO
verpotageio g Ayiag Potiag;

e Tehog, mowa rjrav 1 OX£01] ToU IMPOIPoY aUToU OKIGHOU HE TOV OTKIGHO
tou Aopou I, o oroilog CUVEXICE Va KATOKeital yia ToAlolg awdveg Kat
PetegeAIRONKE OE AVAKIOPIKO KEVIPO;

To yeyovog, TIAVING, TG TEASIOUPYIKIG -TIpopavog- arnodeong twv 0o
YM I ayysicv oto onrjAaio Heixvel 011 01 KATOIKO1 Tou veoavarktopikol Tletpd,
ox1 povov yvopwav trv unapn tou apxaiou (tote] vexpotageiou, alrd
aloBavovTay meg sixav KAmolag popgrg ouvdeon 1] OXE0r e TOUG XPIoTEG ToU.
Tlaviwg, @aiverat omn, kata nacav mbBavoina, 1 anobeorn, wv  &vo
TEASTOUPYIKOY Ayyelov AoTEAsos PEHOVONEVO eTE1lo6010, av Kal autd PEvel va
Hieukpiviobel pe anochutn acpdaklela perd v oAokAnpoor) trng peAding ng
KEPAPKIG.
ENIMETPO
REPORT OF HUMAN BONE PRELIMINARY WORK IN 2008
TPIANTA®YAAOY ZEBALTH
IIAN/MIO ®ELLAAONIKHE
1. Introduction: Archaeological Background

In 2006, a rescue excavation on the west slope of the Kephala hill
recovered a new burial site located in a rock shelter. The rock shelter is
situated some 50 m south to the cemetery of the House tombs and its
entrance is facing the palace and the settlement of Petras. The cave was
found unplundered and without any later disturbances. Systematic
excavation of the rock shelter provided a large quantity of human skeletal
remains and grave goods of various materials in very good condition
consisting mainly of clay and stone vases, silver and bronze objects, two
stone and three bone seals, stone beads - some were recovered in wet sieving
of human bone material - shells, obsidian blades and four fragmentary
golden bands. It is significant to note the presence of Cycladic-type vases
along with imported ones identical to those excavated at the nearby Agia
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Photia cemetery suggesting that the Cycladic influence in the area of the
Siteia bay was more extensive than it was believed to date. The use of the
rock shelter extends from the EM I to the MM IB-IIA periods and overlaps
with the use of the nearby cemetery of the House tombs. The use of both
burial sites appears to have stopped at the date of the foundation of the
palace (Tsipopoulou unpublished maruscripf]. The human skeletal remains
consist of very thick deposits of fragmentary bone material in very good
preservation extending at an area of 10 square meters which were covered
by a very thin layer of soil suggesting the intense and continuous use of the
disposal area possibly for secondary burials. The skeletal remains were
systematically collected and well documented during excavation and they are
currently housed in 22 crates at the Museum of Siteia (temporary removal at
the INSTAP Study Center, Pacheia Ammos).

2. Previous Studies of Human skeletal Remains in Crele

Although there is a large number of excavated Minoan burial
assemblages, there is a remarkable lack of studies of the human remains
from them. This is partly due to the state of preservation of the human
bones, and to a certain degree to the treatment of the deceased often
involving multiple re-openings of the tomb as well as repeated removals of
the human bone material. Moreover, most of the tombs’ excavations took
place either many vears ago when the systematic collection of the human
material was very limited or they have suffered badly from modern looting,
resulting in the complete disturbance of the burial context. It is only recently
that tholos tomb Gamma in Archanes (Triantaphyllou 20035) and the two
theoloi tombs of Moni Odigitria in Mesara plain (Triantaphyllou in print q)
offered the opportunity for a thorough study of the human remains
suggesting the potential of recording and interpreting skeletal remains from
similar contexts recovered in a commingled state of disposal.

Earlier work on prehistoric skeletal assemblages has been on the
Early and Middle Minoan periods (EM I/ MM II at Pseira (Arnott 2003); MM I
at Pezoules Kephala Kato Zakro (Becker 1975); and MM III at Knossos (Carr
1960); and the Late Minoan period (LM III at Khania (Hallager & McGeorge
1992). McGeorge has contributed mainly to the study of human remains on
Crete using a purely physical anthropological approach with limited
reference to aspects related to the treatment of the deceased and on a
relatively broad scale on much of the island. Much of her work therefore has
focused on the discussion of broad thematic topics such as the stature or
the mean life expectancy of the Minoans (McGeorge 1988 and 1989). More
recently, she is responsible for a number of ongoing projects, e.g. the study
of the EM Agia Photia cemetery population and the EM/MM Hagios
Haralambos burial cave (McGeorge in print) which await for final publication.
The latter which is a greek-american collaboration presents many
similarities as regards the way of the disposal of the human remains and the
type of the grave goods to the Kephala-Petras rock shelter. Besides, more
recently, chemical analyses with a special focus on stable isotope analysis of
carbon and nitrogen for the reconstruction of Minoan diet (Tzedakis &
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Martlew 1999) and a strontium analysis for the exploration of the biological
affinities of Cretan populations during the Bronze Age (Nafplioti 2007 and
2008) have been applied on Minoan skeletal assemblages.

3. Preliminary Results

In March and April 2008, the human bone material was cleaned with
soft brush and water by Eleftheria Tsichli, MA candidate, Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki at the INSTAP Study Center at Pacheia Ammos, eastern
Crete. At a later stage, in May 2008 (two wecks), Dr. Sevi Triantaphyllou
sorted the human bone material in major anatomical units: Cranial bones (3
crates), Mandibles/maxillae/tecth (1 crate], Clavicles/scapulae (1 crate),
Humeri (1 crate), Ulnae (1 crate), Radii (1 crate), Hand/Foot bones (1 crate),
Vertebrae (1 crate), Ribs (1 crate), Os coxae (1 crate), Femora (3 crates],
Tibiae (2 crates), Fibulae/Patellae (1 crate] and Unidentified bone fragments
(4 crates). Sorting of the skeletal material will facilitate next stage of
macroscopic study which will involve detailed recording of identified bone
fragments by side, sex and age category.

Skeletal assemblages coming from multiple burials and commingled
bone remains, such as the human bones of the rock shelter, offer a unique
opportunity to shed some light on issues related to the treatment of the
deceased, the practices associated with the burial, re-burial and multiple
use of the disposal area as well as on biological parameters such as the
demographic picture of the population — minimum number of individuals
buried, sex and age groups — and its health and dietary status, as well as the
physical activities engaged in during life. The study and analysis of
commingled human remains differs from that of individual articulated
skeletons involved in single episodes of primary burial.

In particular, issues which will be explored extensively in this project
and have been partly seen throughout the first stage of investigation include:

A) The occurrence of primary burials or semi-articulated anatomical
units which will provide information on mortuary activities taken place after
the burial of the deceased. Preliminary work on the material as well as
careful observation of the photographic archives reveals that the skeletal
remains of the rock shelter represent mainly products of secondary
treatment. Taphonomic factors related to intense fragmentation suggest that
removal of the bone material from their original disposal area took place
after the remains were skeletonised and turned into dry bones. There is no
strong evidence of complete articulated skeletons but there is some evidence
of articulated anatomical units of adjacent bones e.g. forearm (radius &
ulna), foot/hand, lower skeleton, lumbar vertebrae/sacrum etc. Partial
decomposition of soft tissue in these remains resulted to better preservation
and completeness of the bone material providing often complete bones which
can give measurements for stature estimation. Anatomical units tend to
appear more frequently in Trench 3, Group 19 which is located at the
western section of the excavated area. This picture needs further
investigation in order to verify whether semi-articulated anatomical units
consist scattered remains or remnants of initially articulated burials.
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B) The occurrence of preferential selection of certain bone categories
e.g. skulls and/or long bones as opposed to small bones which are usually
lacking from secondary disposal of human remains. This is particularly
significant considering that at the same time the nearby cemetery of the
house tombs was also in use. Preliminary investigation reveals that there is
no particular selection of anatomical units and therefore all bone categories
are included in the skeletal assemblage including small bones (hand/foot
bones, phalanges), vertebraec and rib fragments. Long bones are over-
represented as it is the norm in commingled assemblages due to robusticity
and therefore high resistance to extrinsic factors such as removal during
secondary treatment.

C) Accessibility to the rock shelter of cerfain age and/or sex
categories. Preliminary investigation shows that all age categories and both
sexes were disposed in the rock shelter including perinatal or newborn
babies and early infants. This picture is consistent with the idea that
skeletal remains represent population groups linked with family relations
rather than population segments based on age and/or sex divisions.

D) The character of the deposition of the human skeletal remains
whether they represent one single episode or multiple episodes reflecting
therefore different times of visits by the relatives of the deceased. It is
interesting to point out here the exceptionally remarkable evidence of ritual
activity which appears to have taken place during the Neopalatial period and
was consisting of a libation jug and a conical cup (Tsipopoulou unpublished
manuscript) placed together with an articulated left side lower limb (pelvis,
femur, tibia and fibula, foot], according to the preliminary investigation.
There is a number of cranial and post-cranial bone fragments with clear
evidence of burning on the bone surface. Burnt human bones are well
known from pre-palatial skeletal assemblages of Mesara tholoi e.g. Moni
Odigitria, tholos A and B (Triantaphyllou in print a), and they represent
remnants of the fumigation of the tholos, a practice which is usually
associated with the symbolic and practical clearance of the floor of the
earlier human remains and its preparation for the deposition of the new
incomers. Considering that fumigation activities represent single episodes, it
is interesting to note that burnt bones were found scattered in several layers
of the rock shelter and not in certain areas. This picture would suggest that
burning of bones — or burial deposit - did not probably take place within the
rock shelter and reinforces the idea of the skeletal assemblage representing
one-off episode of deposition of extremely careful and sophisticated cleaning
of the floor of the initial disposal area of the deceased. At this point, it is
important to mention the occurrence of a number (69 small plastic bags) of
stratified — and not intrusive - animal bones sorted out from the human
skeletal remains which gave no evidence of burning, except for one case
only. The study of this material is extremely crucial in the discussion of
activities associated with the memory of the deceased such as funerary
meals taken place during burial and/or reburial.

E) The heaith and oral status of the deceased as well as dief.
Preliminary investigation gave evidence of pathological conditions commonly
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found in prehistoric assemblages in the prehistoric Aegean such as different
types of arthritis and wertebral arthritis, long term healed fractures
especially on ribs - there is an owverall lack of cranial injuries — non specific
infections and in particular periostitis on lower limbs, cribra orbitalia and
porotic hyperostosis associated with anaemia, caries and teeth lost prior to
death. There is also one case of an adult female with possible artificial
cranial deformation resulting to a long-shaped head. Cranial deformation
appears to be a common phenomenon in Neolithic and Bronze Age
populations at Cyprus while its occurrence in the prehistoric Aegean is rare.
Further reading and research for parallels of artificial cranial deformation on
the island of Crete and the Aegean will help us in understanding the identity
or social status of this particular individual in the Mincan society.
Furthermore, the same individual with the deformed skull gave evidence of
trephination — small opening on the sagittal suture of the parietals - but the
individual seems to have died shortly after the operation. Also, there is one
case of a symmetrical rounded cranial fragment with very sharp edges,
which may consist the split-off cover of a trephination — there is a similar
case from S1Myc skeleton, the Grave Circle B at Mycenae.
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A PREPALATIAL BURIAL ROCK-SHELTER AT PETRAS, SITEIA

A PRELIMINARY REPORT

TSIPOPOULOU METAXIA

A rock-shelter on the west slope of the Kephala Hill at Petras Siteia is
presented here, which was part of the Prepalatial cemetery of Petras. It has
received secondary burials dated to EM I-MM [ and was found unplundered.
Its preserved dimensions are 4.5 x 3.5 m. But was initially larger, as a part
of the roofing has fallen, covering archaeoclogical deposits.

The finds included 100 clay vases and five stone vases. Particularly
important were vases of Cycladic type or origin, very similar to those
uncovered in the nearby Aghia Photia cemetery. Also significant is the
presence of a neopalatial libation jug, which indicates that at that time the
place of the rock-shelter was known and at least one ritual activity took
place. Non ceramic finds comprise 10 silver EM I items, as well as 7 bronze
EM I-MM I objects, including a leaf-shaped dagger, stone beads, shells and
obsidians, as well as 4 fragments from gold bands. Very important were two
stone and three bone seals, with good parallels in central Crete.
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